
55 LED sensor bulbs
distributed to improve visibility 

in West Bayfront streets

$250,000
invested in
repairs and

improvements 
to West

Bayfront homes 

15 new 
benches 

and 12 
trash
cans

installed 
at

public 
parksAFTERBEFORE

39 properties 
assisted with 
repair grants

2,230 residents participated 
in free West Bayfront events

The mission of Our West Bayfront is to enhance the quality of life in the West Bayfront 
neighborhoods of Erie by promoting civic involvement, thoughtful development, historical

preservation, and neighborhood pride.

Neighborhoods in action to build a better bayfront community.
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NOW BEING RENOVATED!
3 OWB-Owned Properties

Gridley Park, the historic park in 
the heart of the West Bayfront, 
is getting a makeover as the first 
Renaissance Block in the West 
Bayfront community. Through 
an innovative program from Erie 
County Gaming Revenue Authori-
ty, every property owner adjacent 
to this serene green space was 
offered matching grants to help 
make improvements and repairs.

To date, 21 property owners have 
participated in the program, re-
sulting in a visible improvement 
to many of the historic homes 
that surround the park. The 
park itself has also received a 
freshening up including the re-
placement of aging benches 
and litter receptacles and trim-
ming of the park’s many trees.

Gridley Park Renaissance Block

AFTER

BEFORE

Our West Bayfront continued to support 
property owners in making critical 
reparis and enhancements to their 
properties in 2018-2019, creating safer 
homes for families and strengthening 
the neighborhoods and the City’s tax 
base. OWB’S efforts have focused on 
priority areas identified in the OWB 
Community Plan, including near Bayview 
Park and the MLK Center and around 
Gridley Park, in order to have a catalytic 
impact throughout the neighborhoods.

In the 12 month period between July 1, 
2018 and June 30, 2019, OWB assisted 39 
property owners with grants or resources 
to make repairs to their properties. Repair 
grants, which typically range from $4,000 to 
$14,000 and are matched by contributions 
from the owners, funded items such as 
roof replacement, porch repairs, and siding 
replacement. In 2018-2019, $185K was 
granted, leveraging $65K in direct invest-
ments from West Bayfront property owners.

Repairing OWB Homes Block By Block

One of the most visible and colorful signs of progress in 
the West Bayfront can be found at Bayview Park, where 
major improvements were undertaken this summer in-
cluding the installation of the City’s first splash pad, cre-
ation of a multi-purpose court, new walking pathways, 
and benches and litter receptacles throughout the park. 

This exciting project, which was undertaken thanks 
to the leadership of the City of Erie under Mayor
Joseph Schember and partnership with the Department of Public 
Works, is the result of several years of planning and consultation 
with West Bayfront residents. We are grateful for the many part-
ners, residents, and funders who made this project possible and 
we loved seeing so many families enjoy Bayview Park this summer.

Bayview Park:  Improvements Underway!



•	 Erica Jenkins
•	 Gary Kanonczyk
•	 Kingsley United Methodist Church
•	 Seph Kumer
•	 BJ and Barb Lechner
•	 Laurie LeSeur
•	 Like My Thai
•	 David and Sue Mack
•	 Manucci Chiropractic Center
•	 Master Barbers of Erie
•	 Floyd McClure
•	 Pierre and Kathy McCormick
•	 Dennis McGuire
•	 Representative Bob Merski
•	 Mid-Atlantic Association of College and University Housing Officers
•	 Marco and Betsy Monsalve
•	 Deborah Murphy
•	 The Parker Bay Co.
•	 PEO Sisterhood
•	 Pineapple Eddie Southern Bistro
•	 Davide Piovesan
•	 Erika Ramalho
•	 Red Door Uniforms
•	 Redeemer Presbyterian Church
•	 Rick Weaver Buick GMC
•	 Salvation Army
•	 Charles Scalise
•	 Daniel and Dawn Schaaf
•	 Joseph Schember
•	 Sikh Cultural Society
•	 Smith Provisions
•	 Sophia’s Tavern
•	 St. Peter Cathedral
•	 Sterrett Mott Breski & Shimek
•	 Strong Vincent Middle School
•	 Laurel Swartz
•	 Andy and Pat Tellers
•	 Three B Saloon
•	 Tops Market
•	 Thomas Tupitza
•	 United Neighborhood Facilities Health Care Corporation
•	 United Way of Erie County
•	 Karinna Melissa Vernaza
•	 Wegman’s
•	 West Bayfront Neighborhood Watch
•	 West Side Saints Neighborhood Watch
•	 Melissa and Jason Wieczorek
•	 Window Treatments by Pam Prinzi
•	 Woman’s Club of Erie
•	 Nikolaos Zaphiris and Anine Pirquet

•	 Ruth and Jay Alberstadt
•	 Altman Hall Associates
•	 Anonymous
•	 Candace Battles
•	 Bay and Harbor Association
•	 Bayfront Convenience Store
•	 Beals-McMahon Printing
•	 Ann Bomberger and Pat Bywater
•	 Boulevard Park Association
•	 Burton Funeral Homes
•	 Rev. Shawn and Almitra Clerkin
•	 Copy King
•	 Dahlkemper Landscape Architects & Contractors
•	 Dinner Is Served By Chef Lisa
•	 Caroline and David DiPlacido
•	 Dusckas Funeral Home
•	 Eagle Watch
•	 Rev. Andrew and Diane Edwards
•	 Electrical and Mechanical Systems Incorporated
•	 Environment Erie
•	 Episcopal Cathedral of St. Paul
•	 Erie Club
•	 Erie County
•	 Clint and Sarah Ewing
•	 Gretchen Fairley
•	 Kaitlyn Falk
•	 Familiar Spirit
•	 Fat Lenny’s
•	 First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant
•	 First United Methodist Church of Erie
•	 Patrick Fisher
•	 Anna Frantz and Matthew Levy
•	 Frontier Pharmacy
•	 Carroll Gallagher
•	 Garden Court Association
•	 Kathleen M. Gausman
•	 GE Foundation
•	 Darren and Kara Gladney
•	 Sherri and Court Gould
•	 Great Lakes Insurance
•	 Donna Green
•	 Diane and Robert Guthrie
•	 Hagan Business Machines
•	 Hoffman United
•	 Tim and Valerie Hoover
•	 Housing and Neighborhood Development Service
•	 Housing Authority of the City of Erie
•	 Inter-Church Ministries of Erie County
•	 Walter Iwanenko
•	 Mike Jaruszewicz

July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019

to our supporters, partners, and sponsors! Thanks to you, we 
are neighbors in action to build a better Bayfront community.

THANK YOU



•	Anna Frantz, Executive Director

•	Alaina Randolph, Marketing Intern

•	Kayley Westerman, Work Study

•	Derek Loesel, Work Study

Staff
•	Erika Ramalho

•	Charles Scalise

•	James Sherrod

•	Jason Wieczorek

•	Marsha Marsh

•	Floyd McClure

•	Betsy Monsalve

•	Marco Monsalve

•	Candace Battles

•	Almitra Clerkin

•	Walter Iwanenko

•	Mike Jaruszewicz

•	Erica Jenkins

Board of Directors

2012-2016:
Neighborhood

Planning

2016:
Completion of

OWB Community Plan

2016:
OWB

Incorporated

2017:
First Full-Time

Staff Hired

2017:
OWB Received

501(c)(3) Designation

Our West Bayfront History

2017:
First Blighted Property Acquired for 

Demolition and Lot Improvement

2017:
First Repair
Grant Made

2018:
First Property Acquired

for Rehabilitation

2019:
Bayview Park

Improvements Underway

Lewis Prest

“When I was growing up, we 
knew all our neighbors. I like 
trying to get back to that and 
being part of our community.”

Elizabeth Crawford

“I like giving back to the commu-
nity. I like the people. I like making 
sure that people are aware of what’s 
going on, and I like helping them.”

to the many committed volunteers that make 
progress and growth in Our West Bayfront possible.

THANK YOU

Events

Owned Properties

Public Space Improvements

Administration

Home Repair Program

$185,870

$17,068

$21,600

$16,985

$10,231

Uses of Funds

Donations

Grants

$34,946

$193,691

Funding Sources
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