
Sign up to volunteer with OWB:
www.ourwestbayfront.org/volunteer/

Visit ourwestbayfront.org for more details

OUR WEST BAYFRONT
September, October 2024

Neighborhoods in action to build a better

bayfront community.
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Fall Events for All Ages

UPCOMING EVENTS

Weatherization Workshop
Saturday, September 7 

930 Liberty Street | 10am - 12pm
*Registration Required*

PorchFest
Saturday, September 28

Gridley Park | 12pm - 6pm

Eeerie Fall Fest
Saturday, October 19

Gridley Park | TBD

Volunteer Spotlight

Fall is just around the corner, and we are ready to dive right in with some of our
most anticipated events of the year! 

PorchFest will be on September 28th;
bringing over 25 local bands to porches
throughout the OWB neighborhoods.
Be sure to stop by Gridley Park for
food, drinks, and merch! 

Staff Spotlight: Gretchen Kerr
Our West Bayfront is excited to welcome Gretchen
Kerr to the team as the new Executive Director! 

Gretchen will continue to lead OWB’s mission to
enhance the quality of life in Erie’s West Bayfront
neighborhoods through civic engagement,
thoughtful development, historical preservation
and neighborhood pride. Gretchen has an
extensive background in community work, both
professionally and as a volunteer. She most
recently served as the Neighborhood Resources
Team Lead in the Department of Planning and a
Fellow for the Love Your Block program at the City
of Erie through a grant from Cities of Service and
the Bloomberg Center for Public Innovation at
Johns Hopkins University. 

To read the full press release please visit:
ourwestbayfront.org/our-west-bayfront-
appoints-new-executive-director/

Our Spotlight is shining on all of our
volunteers who helped with West
BayFit this summer! They led sports
and craft activities for our youngest
neighbors nearly every Wednesday in
June and July. The Gannon
Recreation and Wellness Center Staff
were especially helpful organizing
games of soccer, baseball, tennis and
more. They also taught children the
rules of each sport and played
alongside them. Thank you to our
West BayFit volunteers!

On October 19th, we’ll be hosting
Eeerie Fall Fest in Gridley Park!
Celebrate the season with carriage
rides, a trick-or-treat parade, food and
children’s activities!

https://www.facebook.com/ourwestbayfront
https://www.instagram.com/ourwestbayfront
http://ourwestbayfront.org/


Thank You for Erie Gives!

@OurWestBayfront | OurWestBayfront.org 

info@ourwestbayfront.org | (814)-871-7976

Thank you to our major partners and supporters!

Street Tree Update
This summer was packed with fun, family-friendly events
that allowed us to get outside and celebrate the sunny
months with our neighbors! During West BayFit, over 20
community partners shared their programs with community
members while Burch Farms provided fresh, local produce.
For our Farmer’s Market, neighbors enjoyed live music
from the Gem City Concert Bands and shopping for
produce. Gridley Park National Night Out was moved
indoors to Strong Vincent Middle School due to heavy rain
but we were able to keep the party going despite the
weather! We had roughly 900 attendees enjoy free dinner,
games, and resources. Thank you to everyone who came
out to enjoy the summer with us!

Summer Events Wrap-Up
Over the past year, Eric
Kassah, OWB’s Americorp
Vista, worked with
volunteers and community
partners to survey all street
trees in the Our West
Bayfront neighborhoods.
The survey tracked tree
locations, health, and size.
To the left is a map of
blocks without street trees
eighborhoods. 

811 W 7th Street Update

Thanks to our volunteers and partners, a lot of progress has
been made at our 811 West 7th Street Community Build
these past months! The home has seen major internal
updates with newly framed walls, electric and plumbing.
Outside the home, we’ve removed hazardous trees, which
will be replaced once construction is complete. The back yard
has been cleared of debris and several new windows have
been installed. This progress is exciting but there is still more
to do. If you’d like to get involved, you can visit our
website, call Starla Cochenour at 814-871-7976, or email
starla@ourwestbayfront.org.

in our neighborhoods. As we move to the next phase of
expanding this program, we hope to minimize the number of
blocks without street trees. If you’re interested in a street tree,
especially if you live on any of the areas highlighted in red on
the map above, please visit our website
ourwestbayfront.org/street-tree to learn more!

West BayFit &
Farmers Market,

Most Wednesdays
from June - August 

National Night Out,
August, 6th

Thank you to everyone who contributed
to Erie Gives 2024! We are so grateful
for our community’s generosity and your
continued dedication to our mission.
Because of your support, we raised
over $15,000! We look forward to
putting these funds towards quality,
affordableaffordable housing and park improvement projects.

https://www.facebook.com/ourwestbayfront
https://www.instagram.com/ourwestbayfront

